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Discourse Analysis: Critical and Positive

A Multidisciplinary Exploration

Allen Amrollah Hemmat
( Peking University , Peking , China )

Discourse in its broadest meaning encompasses various levels of communication, from interpersonal to
international and even dialogue between civilizations. This paper is a search for philosophical and cultural
assumptions that can lead to positive and constructive discourse. Post-structuralist approaches to communication
have tended to see language either in terms of discourse, constituted by relations of domination, or in terms of a
virtually unlimited ambiguity that offers opportunities to resist domination mainly through subversion of meaning.
Hermeneutic approaches such as those offered by Gadamer and Habermas, on the other hand, offer paths to
mutual understanding, consensus-building, and solidarity. A review of selected theoretical assumptions across
various academic disciplines and their practical implications is expected to facilitate the development of a
framework for discourse that is at once critical and positive.
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The Challenge of Media-based Communication:
Paradigmatic Changes in Rhetorical Communication

Hans-Jochen Schild

(Maintal, Germany)

The very interplay between audiences, rhetorical authorship and rhetorical discourse has become much
more complex than is conceived within the now usual and dominant sender-channel-receiver-feedback
communication modes.

The rhetorical and multimedia-based message is to be regarded as an integrative movement, a FLOW of
distinctively heterogeneous elements, textual matrices, issues, visuals and sounds. The mediated rhetoric consists
principally in three different dimensions of image, look, voice and the narrative which is structuring the separate
dimensions into the coherence of a message as a whole. Media research has identified distinctive symbolic
formations of the meaning making process: the discursive, the presentational and commodity form of symbolism
and the symbolism of repetition characterizing the communicative process. Especially presentational symbolism
covering and representing the aesthetics of visual imagery comprising the effects of lightening, camera angles etc.
Such depictions, arrangements and impressions function independently of the usual persuasive intentionality. This
favors of a new type of subliminal emotional appeal and manipulation.

Media rhetoric is not based on print literacy but relies on a non-literate tradition of oral modes of
communication. It is important to realize that in the digital writing space words will no longer have their own way.
They have to compete with moving images. Richard Nixon is reported to have said:”I paid too much attention to
what | was going to say and too little how | would look.”



BRICS strategic communication:
A template for research

Klaus Kotzé

(Centre for Rhetoric Studies, University of Cape Town, South Africa)

This paper will present the template for research of my PhD project The BRICS: Strategies of
Persuasion. The study focuses on the strategic communication of the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China, South Africa) bloc in its pursuit to actualise global reorder; a movement away from the
present Western hegemony, towards a multi-polar system, in which the BRICS would play a leading
role. The paper will introduce my ongoing research of how the BRICS are utilising strategic
communication to both motivate as well as actualise global power reform. Through strategic forms
of communication the BRICS nations are establishing influence internally as well as externally. The
paper will discuss the lay-out and significance of this study, detailing a contextualising literature
review; in order locate the strategies of the BRICS in the changing global power relations.

Prosodic modification in speech directed to less-proficient language users:
A social universal strategy facilitating communication?

Aike Li , Brechtje Post

( Communication University of China, University of Cambridge )

In this paper, empirical evidence is provided and discussed to support the view that speakers use
similar prosodic modification methods in their speech directed to less proficient language users
such as children and foreigners, and this could be a social universal strategy facilitating
communication.

Traditional studies on speech rhythm have classified languages into two rhythm classes
(Abercrombie, 1967), i.e. even-timing languages (in which there is little durational distinction
between stressed and unstressed vowels/syllables) and uneven-timing languages (in which there is
significant durational difference between stressed and unstressed vowels/syllables).

Li & Post (2014) found that in L2 English speech produced by learners of different L1s,
durational distinction between stressed and unstressed vowels/syllables was significantly less than
native speech, irrespective of the learners’ L1s. This could be explained if we assume that even-
timing is a general L2 speech feature, which could result from the input that the learners receive, i.e.
L2 learners tend to be exposed to hyperarticulated English in which there is less differentiation
between stressed and unstressed vowels/syllables than normal English speech.
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